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‘Battle of theme parks hots up

it opens in December
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Sentosa’s $20m VolcanoLand set to join the fray when

By Kalpana Rashiwala

VOLCANOLAND, the latest
attraction on Sentosa, will
start erupting in December,
spewing smoke 10 metres into
*the alr,

Its opening marks what s
shaping up to be an cxplosive
“battle Efﬂﬂn% the growing
number of theme parks In
Singapore [or customers.

VolcanoLand, costing $20
‘million, Is developed by local
company Lelsure Park (S)
Pte Lid.

For entrance [ees ol $10
. for adults and $5 [or children,
visitors , can experience the
thrill of secelng a 20-metre-
high “volcano" erupt every
hall-hour.

There are several other at-
iractions as well, For exam-
ple, visitors can ride a “pit
cage"” which will simulate a
“"descent into the bowels of

the earth”.

In addition, there Is a bon-
arium (eaturing fosslls, In-
cluding some genuine ?ieee!,
and a street that ls styled al-
t;:r the anclent Maya civilisa-
tion.

Lelsure Park's assistant
gencral manager, Mr David
Tan, expects the park to at-
tract more than one' million
visitors annually, halfl of
whom will be tourists.

Once local curiousity-scek-
ers arc satisflled, tourists are
expected to form the bulk ol
visitors.

VolcanoLand is just one ol
several theme parks that are
sprouting up all over Singa-

pore.

The $54-milllon Fantasy
Island, boasting 31 water
slides modelled alter the wa-
ter attractions at Disneyland,
will open In November, also
on Sentosa.

The 71,000-sq m project Is

‘If a tourist has a short time here, he

will probably go to the place with

the most attractions near each other,

and that will be Sentosa.’

— Mr Loyd of Fantasy Island.
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" owned by the EKuwalt Real

Estate Investment Consor-
tium, Promet chalrman Brian
Chang and local entrepreneur
Solomon Fang. |

It will also oller Interac-
tive rides {rom movies such
as Indlana ‘Jones and The
Temple of Doom. .’

By the end of thls year,
Sentosa will have about [our
theme parks, including Un-
derwater World and Aslan
Village. te

On the mainland, Wywy Is
involved in a virtual reality

theme park at Suntec City
that Is set to open In 1997,

And three partles have
submitted tender bids [or a
19-hectare theme park site at
Marina South.

These newcomers will be
competing with ~ existing
theme parks lilke Haw Par
Villa and Tang Dynasty City.

Can they all be viable
commercially? Which ones
will make {t?

Mr Christopher Wong,
[rom lelsure indusiry consul-

tants Horwath Asla-Pacille,

says the critical factor Is
quality. The attractions have
to be unique, not just to Sin-
aporeans but to regional vis-
tors as well, he explained.
“Il a Malaysian has simi-
lar attractions in Kuala Lum-
pur, he will probably not
want to see the same thing

- when he comes here.”

The Economic Develop-
ment Board (EDB) says In-
teractive parks that Involve
visitors’ participation, includ-
Ing those targeted at {amilles,
stand a higher chance of be-
coming a success.

“They need not be mega
projects and can be located
even In suburban areas, near-
er Eonulluun centres,” sald
an EDB spokesman.

Underwater World's exec-
utive director, Mr Jerry Tan,
emphasised the need to at-
tract tourists because of the
small domestic market.

Furthermore, “Singapor-

eans are not likely to visit the
same place too often”, he sald.

Fantasy Island, however,
is counting on Singaporeans
to form 70 per cent of its visi-
tors.

The theme k plans to
vary some of Its attractions
periodically to encourage re-
peat visits,

The operators of the exist-
ing and new attractions on
Sentosa — which will see the
biggest cluster ol theme
parks — say the parks will
complement each other, rath-
er n compete, creating a
critical mass that will en-
hance the island’s attraction
as a tourist destination.

“If a tourist has a short
time here, he wﬂllgmh-ahhr g0
to the place with the most
attractions near each other,
and that will be Sentosa
sald Mr Fred Loyd, who s
f:ﬂl!l;lll manager ol Fantasy

nd.




